Macbeth Plot Game

(created by David Tieche, Gunderson High School, San Jose, CA)

PART ONE

The play begins in Scotland, where King Duncan hears how Macbeth has been a brave warrior whilst fighting the Norwegians.

Group 1: “he unseamed a man from knave to chops.”

Duncan gives Macbeth the title of Thane to Cawdor as reward for his valour.  The old Thane of Cawdor is sentenced to death for being a traitor.

On their way back from battle, Macbeth and Banquo meet the WITCHES: 

Group 2: “double, double, toil and trouble, fire burn and cauldron bubble.”
Who tell Macbeth that

Group 3: “fair is foul and foul is fair.”
In addition to their puzzling speech about contradictions, the witches predict that Macbeth will become the new Thane of Cawdor and also the new King of Scotland:

ALL: if it’s not Scottish, it’s crap.

However, the weird sisters tell Banquo that his descendants will be the future of Scotland.

ALL: if it’s not Scottish, it’s crap.

Macbeth is not sure whether this is true, but a messenger soon tells him that he is now the new Thane of Cawdor.  This news seems, to Macbeth, like the first part of the prophecy has come true.  

Macbeth sends a letter to his wife, Lady Macbeth, about the witches’ predictions.  She is excited about becoming queen, but fears that Macbeth is not ambitious enough to kill Duncan; she says:

Group 4: “Yet I do fear thy nature; It is too full o’ th’ milk of human kindness to catch the nearest way”
She also prays to dark spirits, asking them to give her the fortitude to complete the dark task.

Group 5: “Unsex me here, and fill me, from the crown to the toe, top-full of direst cruelty!  Make thick my blood, stop up th’ access and passage to remorse.”
When Macbeth arrives home she tries to persuade him to kill Duncan saying that even as a mother: 

Group 6: “I would have plucked my nipple from the infant’s boneless gums and dashed his brains out, had I sworn to do it.”

Macbeth eventually agrees with her because it’s hard to reason with that kind of woman.  

Duncan arrives at the castle and is greeted by the hosts.  They hold a feast and most people get drunk.  Macbeth is unsure about killing Duncan and decides to abandon his plan.  Macbeth believes that Duncan is a good king and he comments that Duncan has said many good things about Macbeth.  

Lady Macbeth is angry that Macbeth has abandoned his plan to kill Duncan and calls him a coward.  Macbeth decides to go through with the plan to murder Duncan.  

Later that night, whilst approaching Duncan’s room, Macbeth sees an imaginary dagger before his eyes.  

Group 7: “Is that a dagger I see before me, the handle toward my hand?”
He follows the dagger to Duncan’s room.  Macbeth creeps into Duncan’s room and murders him in cold blood.  

Group 8: “I go, and it is done.  The bell invites me.  Hear it not, Duncan, for it is a knell that summons thee to heaven or to hell.”
Lady Macbeth sees the dagger in Macbeth’s hands and rushes back to plant the murder weapon.  While trying to clean up the scene of the crime, she says, of the blood, 

Group 9: “Out, damned spot!  Out, I say! … Yet who would have thought the old man to have had so much blood in him?”
Macduff arrives at the castle and discovers and raises the alarm.  Duncan’s sons, Malcolm and Donalbain, quickly leave Scotland. 

ALL: if it’s not Scottish, it’s crap. 

The witches’ prophecy makes Macbeth believe that he must kill his close friend, Banquo, and his son, Fleance, because Banquo’s descendants might become king someday.

PART TWO

Macbeth orders two murderers 

All: thug life!
to carry out the job, saying

Group 10: “It is concluded, Banquo, my friend, thy soul’s flight, if it find heaven, must find it out tonight.”
Banquo is killed, but Fleance escapes and this make Macbeth very angry and also concerned that the witches’ predictions could come true.  

Macbeth has a banquet and sets a place at the table for Banquo, knowing full well that he is dead.  However, he sees the gory ghost of Banquo in the seat left for him and Macbeth shouts in horror at the ghost.  His guests suspect that he has a guilty conscience.  

Macbeth decides to pay the witches 

Group 11: “double, double, toil and trouble, fire burn and cauldron bubble” another visit and they show him three visions.  

All: Qu’est-ce que s’est cette vision?
The first is a head with armor on.  The witches warn him: 

Group 12: “Macbeth! Macbeth! Beware Macduff!  Beware the Thane of Fife.  Dismiss me: enough.”
The second is a child covered in blood.  The witches tell Macbeth: 

Group 13: “Be bloody, bold, and resolute!  Laugh to scorn the pow’r of man, for none of woman born shall harm Macbeth.”
And the third apparition is a crowned child with a tree in its hand.  The witches tell Macbeth that he: 

Group 14: “shall never vanquished be until Great Birnam Wood to high Dunsinane Hill shall come against him.”
Macduff is sure that Macbeth has murdered Duncan and decides to join Malcolm in England.  The two raise an army of 10,000 Englishmen in order to kill Macbeth and reclaim the throne.  However, in fleeing to England, Macduff leaves his family unprotected.  His wife wails, saying, 

Group 15: “He loves us not; he wants the natural touch: for the poor wren, the most diminutive of birds, will fight, her young ones in the nest, against the owl.”
In rage that Macduff has fled the country, Macbeth orders his henchmen to kill Macduff’s wife and children.  This act disgusts his followers, who start to desert him.  

Meanwhile, Lady Macbeth has gone mad and talks in her sleep about washing blood from her hands, saying again: 

Group 16: “Out damned spot! Out, I say!”
She eventually kills herself, bringing the total number of plays in which one of Shakespeare’s characters kills himself/herself to all of them.  

When Macbeth hears this, he is distraught about life and offers up this existential monologue, saying:

Group 17: “Tomorrow, and tomorrow, and tomorrow creeps in this petty pace from day to day”

Group 18: “to the last syllable of recorded time; and all our yesterdays have lighted fools the way to dusty death.”

Group 19: “Out, out brief candle!  Life’s but a walking shadow, a poor player that struts and frets his hour upon the stage and then is heard no more.”

Group 20: “It is a tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, signifying nothing.”
Meanwhile Malcolm and Macduff are leading their English forces to overthrow Macbeth.  To camouflage their numbers, Malcolm orders each man to chop off a large limb from the forest and proceed forward with the branches.  A messenger from Macbeth’s castle tells Macbeth that it looks like the forest is on its way to Dunsinane and Macbeth is worried.  When the army arrives at the castle, Macbeth recklessly attacks and single-handedly kills many men because he believes that no one can kill him.  However, Macduff tells Macbeth that he was not born of woman because his mother had a Caesarean section.  He says: 

Group 21: “Despair they charm, and let the angel of hell whom thou still hast served tell thee, Macduff was from his mother’s womb untimely ripped.”
and they start to fight.  Macduff kills Macbeth and puts his head on a pole, displayed for everyone to see.  

Now Malcolm is led off to be crowned king of Scotland.  

All: If it’s not Scottish, it’s crap.

and everyone lives happily ever after.
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